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S friends of human progress, as Americans, and not least as 
Jews, we have the very strongest reasons for giving our 
utmost to the struggle of the Russian people for freedom. 


Let us be clear at the outset. For many years our press has 
misled us about the achievements of the Russian people and their 
government. But today, everybody knows that Russia has worked 
and is working for the advancement of science with the same zeal 
as our own country. And by what she has achieved in this war, 
she has made it no less plain that she has done great things in all 
industrial and technical fields. From rudimentary beginnings, the 
tempo of her development in the last 25 years has been tremendous 
that it has scarcely a parallel in history. It would be false to consider 
this triumph of organization as an isolated phenomenon. In the 
_ political field, it was the Russian government, of all the great 
powers, that labored in the most honest and unequivocal way to 
promote international security. She pursued this goal in her foreign 
policy until shortly before the outbreak of war—actually until the 
other powers brusquely shut her out of the European concert, in the 
days of the betrayal of Czechoslovakia. Then she was driven to 
conclude the unhappy pact with Germany; for it was notorious that 
an attempt was being made to turn the force of the German attack 
eastwards. Russia, in contrast to the western powers, had supported 
the legal government of Spain; she offered assistance to Czech- 
oslovakia; and was not guilty of strengthening the arms of the 
German and Japanese adveturers. Russia, in short, cannot be 
accused of faithlessness in the field of foreign politics. By the same 
token we may look forward to her powerful and loyal cooperation 
upon some workable scheme of international security, provided she 
finds the same seriousness and good will in the other powers. 


A single comment on the domestic politics of Russia; it is un- 
deniable that there is strong political compulsion. It may be in 
part due to the necessity of breaking the power of the former ruling 
class and securing the country against foreign aggression; to the 
difficult task of converting a politically ignorant and culturally back- 
ward people, against all the deep-rooted traditions of their past, to 
a nation of organized productive labor. I presume to pass no judg’ 


ment in these difficult matters. But in the unity of the Russian 
people against a powerful enemy from without, I see proof of a 
universal mighty will to defend what it has won, by means of un- 
limited sacrifice and exemplary individual self-denial. We must 
also remember that the economic security of the individual and the 
economic application of the productive strength of the country to 
the common good demanded a certain sacrifice of personal freedom 
—that personal freedom which is after all not very real unless it 
comprises a measure of economic security. 


Again, let us consider how extraordinarily successful Russia has 
been in fostering the intellectual life of her people. "Mammoth 
editions of the best books are distributed everywhere and eagerly 
read and studied—this in a country where 25 years before all culture 
was restricted to a very thin layer of the privileged few. This is a 
revolution which we can only faintly conceive. 


Finally, let me mention a fact of peculiar and decisive import- 
ance for us Jews. In Russia, there is not only a formal but an actual 
equality of nationalities and cultural groups of every sort. “Equal 
goals and equal rights with equal contribution” is no empty phrase, 
but a standard followed in actual life. 


So much about Russia as she is today. Now a little more about 
what she means to us. Suppose she were to be defeated by the 
German hordes, as nearly the whole continent was defeated before 
her. Where should we be, we in England and America? I think it 
takes no great stretch of the imagination to see that we should be 
in a very bad way. Personally, I think that without Russia the 
German bloodhounds would have reached their goal, or even today 
would still reach it. 


So it is merely a dictate of self-preservation, that we shall 
do for Russia all that our uttermost effort can do. This quite aside 
from the fact that the huge losses and sufferings of her people have 
laid on us and our children a debt we must be conscious of every 
hour of our lives, if we want to retain our own self-respect. Let us 
conduct ourselves accordingly and give our full support to the 
Jewish Council for Russian War Relief. 


Albert Einstein's address at the dinner sponsored in his honor by the Jewish Council for Russian 
War Relief, on October 25, 1942, at the Hotel Commodore, New York. 


...IF YOU AGREE WITH PROF. EINSTEIN 


there is no better way for you to show it than by signing the Scroll 
of Greetings from the American People to the People of Russia. 


With your signature, you are asked to contribute $1 or more 
to the cause of Russian War Relief. The funds will be used for 
the purchase and shipment of urgently needed medical and surgical 
supplies, warm clothing and concentrated foods. 


The defenders of Stalingrad are striking mighty blows for our 
common victory. They give their blood... surely we can help to 
bind their wounds! 


YOUR DOLLARS WILL FIGHT FOR OUR VICTORY 
ON THE RUSSIAN FRONT. 
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Enclosed please find my check (or money order) for $................ 
which is ‘my contribution to the Russian War Relief fund. Please 
C] add my name to the Scroll of Greeting, or [] send me a blank 
scroll so that I may collect dollar-greetings among my friends. 


(Check one) 


Please make checks payable to: 


JOHN L. BERNSTEIN, Treasurer 


THE JEWISH COUNCIL FOR RUSSIAN WAR RELIEF, Inc. 
11 East 35th Street ° Room 1001 >œ New York City 
A369 
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